
EPHRATA	  PARKS	  AND	  RECREATION	  COMMISSION	  MINUTES	  
September	  23,	  2013	  

Ephrata	  Parks	  Commission	  met	  on	  September	  23rd,	  at	  12:00pm	  in	  the	  City	  Hall	  Council	  Chambers.	  	  
Commission	  members	  present:	  Anita	  Waller,	  Jenny	  Sieg,	  Paul	  Harrison,	  Jay	  Mills	  and	  Suzanne	  Dunn.	  	  City	  
staff	  present:	  City	  Administrator,	  Wes	  Crago:	  Police	  Chief,	  Mike	  Warren;	  Director,	  Ray	  Towry;	  Recreation	  
Coordinator,	  Carrie	  Sawyer;	  Park	  maintenance,	  Rod	  Virden	  and	  Jeff	  Allen.	  	  EHS	  Representatives	  
Catherine	  Scellick	  and	  Nate	  Elliott.	  

I. Call	  to	  Order:	  	  
a. Called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  12:05pm	  and	  confirmed	  present	  commission	  members.	  	  

II. Additions	  and	  Corrections	  to	  Agenda:	  	  	  
a. Add	  Item	  VI(b).	  Spooktacular	  Fun	  Run.	  Oct.	  19,	  2013	  at	  Patrick	  Park.	  

III. Approval	  of	  Minutes:	  
a. August	  minutes	  needed	  correction	  to	  remove	  question	  from	  June	  meeting	  and	  add	  Nate	  Elliott	  

to	  members	  present.	  Motion	  to	  approve	  as	  amended	  (Anita/Mills	  m/s).	  	  Motion	  Carried.	  	  
IV. Citizen	  Correspondence/Propositions:	  

a. Trails	  committee:	  	  July,	  2013	  
V. Consideration	  of	  Action/Information	  Items:	  

a. BOLD/21st	  Century	  Grant-‐	  Towry	  gave	  a	  brief	  background	  on	  the	  school	  district	  receiving	  a	  21st	  
Century	  Grant.	  	  The	  grant	  will	  allow	  ESD	  to	  have	  a	  free	  after-‐school	  childcare	  program.	  Towry	  
explained	  that	  the	  BOLD	  after-‐school	  program	  cannot	  compete	  with	  a	  free	  after-‐school	  program	  
and	  would	  be	  going	  away	  except	  for	  seasonal	  day	  camps.	  	  Sawyer	  reported	  that	  the	  BOLD	  
program	  is	  on	  “inactive,”	  and	  can	  go	  back	  to,	  “active”	  by	  contacting	  the	  Department	  of	  Early	  
Learning.	  	  Towry	  and	  Sawyer	  also	  explained	  that	  the	  City	  would	  support	  the	  21st	  Century	  
program.	  	  	  	  	  

b. CPT	  	  Plan-‐	  	  Towry	  explained	  the	  focus	  of	  the	  Community	  Priorities	  Report	  first	  component.	  	  
Towry	  detailed	  the	  City’s	  Budget	  history,	  that	  there	  isn’t	  really	  anything	  else	  that	  they	  can	  cut	  
out	  of	  the	  budget.	  	  Crago	  went	  into	  depth	  on	  the	  importance	  of	  making	  the	  community	  aware	  of	  
this	  proposed	  sales	  tax	  and	  stressed	  the	  importance	  of	  the	  community	  understanding	  what	  the	  
City	  is	  proposing.	  	  Chief	  Warren	  gave	  a	  brief	  overview	  of	  the	  INET	  position	  and	  why	  it’s	  
important.	  Harrison	  asked	  what	  the	  rotation	  would	  be	  for	  the	  INET	  employee.	  	  	  Warren	  
responded	  approximately	  every	  three	  years.	  Waller	  asked	  how	  the	  open	  houses	  were	  going.	  	  
Crago	  reported	  the	  open	  houses	  were	  good	  but	  there	  hasn’t	  been	  too	  much	  involvement	  from	  
the	  community.	  Dunn	  commented	  the	  hand	  out	  presented	  to	  the	  board	  was	  very	  informative	  
and	  easy	  to	  read.	  	  Other	  commission	  members	  commented	  on	  the	  importance	  of	  sharing	  this	  
information	  with	  the	  public.	  	  Mills	  asked	  Crago	  to	  add	  an	  example	  of	  what	  the	  .10th	  percent	  
would	  look	  like	  for	  the	  average	  citizen.	  	  	  Waller	  asked	  how	  many	  police	  members	  and	  cars	  the	  
City	  currently	  has.	  	  Warren	  explained	  that	  each	  officer	  has	  his	  or	  her	  own	  department	  car.	  	  Elliot	  
asked	  if	  the	  new	  INET	  position	  is	  added,	  would	  there	  need	  to	  be	  a	  budget	  for	  another	  car?	  	  
Warren	  replied	  yes,	  that	  is	  would	  not	  come	  from	  the	  proposed	  new	  tax.	  	  

VI. Special	  Event	  Permit:	  
a. EHS	  Pumpkin	  Painting	  October	  26th,	  2013	  -‐	  	  (Waller/Sieg	  m/s)	  Motion	  carried.	  
b. Spooktacular	  Fun	  Run.	  Oct.	  19,	  2013	  at	  Patrick	  Park.	  (Waller/Harrison	  m/s)	  Motion	  carried.	  

VII. Commissioner	  Questions	  and	  Comments:	  
a. Commission	  members	  asked	  about	  planting	  a	  tree	  for	  Doug	  Miller,	  Towry	  expressed	  interest	  in	  

planting	  the	  tree	  outside	  of	  the	  ERC	  to	  replace	  the	  one	  that	  had	  just	  been	  cut	  down.	  	  Waller	  
expressed	  interest	  in	  Patrick	  Park	  where	  another	  tree	  had	  recently	  come	  down.	  	  

VIII. Director’s	  Report:	  



a. Recreation	  Report-‐	  Sawyer	  reported	  on	  the	  youth	  volleyball	  camp	  starting	  next	  Monday.	  Sawyer	  
also	  reported	  on	  the	  fall	  recurring	  programs.	  	  She	  reported	  that	  most	  program	  registration	  is	  up	  
from	  last	  year,	  with	  ballet	  registrations	  being	  right	  under	  last	  year’s.	  	  Lastly,	  Sawyer	  reported	  she	  
is	  getting	  programs	  in	  place	  for	  the	  winter	  brochure.	  	  

IX. Adjorn:	  Waller	  adjourned	  the	  meeting.	  Next	  meeting	  will	  be	  on	  October	  28th,	  2013.	  	  	  
	  
	  
Approved	  this	  __________	  day	  of	  2013.	  
	  
	  
	  
__________________________________	   	   __________________________________	  
Anita	  Waller,	  Chair	   	   	   	   	   Carrie	  Sawyer,	  Commission	  Secretary	  


