
EPHRATA	
  PARKS	
  AND	
  RECREATION	
  COMMISSION	
  MINUTES	
  
August	
  26th,	
  2013	
  

	
  
Ephrata	
  Parks	
  Commission	
  met	
  on	
  August	
  26th,	
  at	
  12:00pm	
  in	
  the	
  City	
  Hall	
  Council	
  Chambers.	
  	
  
Commission	
  members	
  present:	
  Anita	
  Waller,	
  Jay	
  Mills,	
  Ken	
  Penrose,	
  Suzanne	
  Dunn,	
  Jenny	
  Sieg	
  and	
  
Paul	
  Harrison.	
  City	
  staff	
  present:	
  Director,	
  Ray	
  Towry;	
  Coordinator,	
  Carrie	
  Sawyer;	
  Park	
  Maint.	
  
Staff	
  Rod	
  Virden	
  and	
  Jeff	
  Allen.	
  
	
  
I. Call	
  to	
  Order:	
  Waller	
  called	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  12:04pm	
  and	
  confirmed	
  present	
  

commission	
  members.	
  	
  
II. Additions	
  and	
  Corrections	
  to	
  Agenda:	
  	
  

a. None	
  
III. Approval	
  of	
  Minutes:	
  	
  

a. June	
  minutes	
  were	
  reviewed	
  and	
  approved	
  (Penrose/Mills	
  m/s,)	
  Motion	
  Carried.	
  
IV. Citizen	
  Correspondence/Propositions:	
  

a. Trails	
  Committee:	
  Towry	
  expressed	
  that	
  if	
  canal	
  trail	
  goes	
  to	
  bid	
  they	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  work	
  
around	
  the	
  dates	
  of	
  the	
  Beezley	
  Burn	
  and	
  the	
  Autism	
  Walk	
  	
  

V. Consideration	
  of	
  Action/Informational	
  Items:	
  
a. Mills	
  introduced	
  Nate	
  Elliot	
  and	
  Catherine	
  Scellick.	
  Catherine	
  could	
  not	
  attend.	
  	
  Nate	
  and	
  

Catherine	
  are	
  high	
  school	
  students	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  EHS	
  representative	
  to	
  Committee.	
  	
  	
  Jay	
  will	
  
work	
  with	
  them	
  to	
  develop	
  projects	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  with.	
  

b. Towry	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  CPT.	
  He	
  expressed	
  the	
  city	
  is	
  growing	
  and	
  revenues	
  are	
  not	
  keeping	
  
	
   up.	
  	
  City	
  will	
  propose	
  to	
  raise	
  sales	
  tax	
  by	
  .1%.	
  Must	
  be	
  approved	
  by	
  voters.	
  	
  Towry	
  
	
   explained	
  would	
  go	
  towards	
  filling	
  two	
  vacancies	
  in	
  police	
  department,	
  Captain	
  and	
  INET.	
  	
  
	
   Towry	
  explained	
  city	
  efforts	
  to	
  cut	
  costs:	
  City	
  has	
  cut	
  18	
  full	
  time	
  positions	
  over	
  last	
  
	
   decade,	
  outsourced	
  ambulance	
  service	
  and	
  utilized	
  grants/loans.	
  The	
  last	
  time	
  city	
  raised	
  
	
   sales	
  tax	
  was	
  1983.	
  	
  

c. Towry	
  reported	
  2013	
  budget	
  goal	
  to	
  “get	
  out”	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  fund	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  possible.	
  Splash	
  
Zone	
  had	
  a	
  67%	
  recovery	
  cost	
  recovery	
  last	
  year.	
  	
  

VI. Special	
  Event	
  Permit:	
  
a. None	
  

VII. Commissioner	
  Questions	
  and	
  Comments:	
  
a. Huebner	
  commented	
  on	
  two	
  8-­‐10ft	
  holes	
  on	
  Beezley	
  Hill	
  that	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  looked	
  at	
  and	
  fixed.	
  	
  

Huebner	
  also	
  commented	
  on	
  a	
  sign	
  that	
  was	
  moved	
  and	
  created	
  holes	
  in	
  a	
  rock.	
  	
  Towry	
  had	
  
an	
  idea	
  that	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  filled	
  with	
  epoxy.	
  	
  

VIII. Director’s	
  Report:	
  
a. Sawyer	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  and	
  recurring	
  programs	
  for	
  the	
  summer.	
  	
  	
  Sawyer	
  also	
  reported	
  

on	
  the	
  fall	
  brochure	
  and	
  upcoming	
  programs	
  for	
  the	
  season.	
  	
  	
  
b. Sawyer	
  reported	
  on	
  BOLD	
  and	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  currently	
  interviewing	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  Site	
  

Supervisor.	
  	
  
c. Towry	
  reported	
  on	
  this	
  year’s	
  attendance	
  at	
  Splash	
  Zone.	
  	
  Towry	
  expressed	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  pretty	
  

good	
  year	
  in	
  attendance	
  and	
  referred	
  to	
  an	
  attendance	
  handout	
  which	
  showed	
  a	
  direct	
  
correlation	
  to	
  the	
  weather.	
  

IX. Adjourn:	
  	
  Next	
  meeting	
  -­‐	
  September	
  23nd,	
  2013.	
  
	
  
________________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _______________________________	
  
Anita	
  Waller,	
  Chair	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Date	
  
	
  
	
  
________________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _______________________________	
  
Carrie	
  Sawyer,	
  Recreation	
  Coordinator	
   	
   	
   Date	
  


